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75 January 13, 1899 

Current quarantine measures. 

[Translated in this Bureau from the " Veroffentlichungen des Kaiserlichen Gesundheit- 
samtes," Berlin, December 21, 1898. 

Russia. — In order to prevent the spread of plague in Anzob, dwel- 
ling houses and other buildings occupied by residents of Anzob and 
four adjoining villages are ordered to be disinfected. Clothing and 
body and bed linen of persons occupying these houses shall be burned 
and fresh articles shall be supplied. 

Turkey. — The quarantine measures ordered at Beirut, in October of 
this year, against arrivals from the Caspian Sea, is again raised, accord- 
ing to advices of December 1, 1898. 

British India. — With the consent of the secretary of state for 
India, the Government, under date of November 11, 1898, ordered a 
commission for the investigation of plague. The president of the com- 
mission is Prof. T. R. Fraser. Other members are Chief of the Indian 
Department of the Interior Hewett, Prof. Wright, of the army medi- 
cal school at Netley, Civil Officer of the Presidency of Bombay Cumine, 
Dr. Ruffer of the Egyptian health department and Indian civil service 
officer, Halifax, secretary. 

The investigations of the commission, which is to be of a scientific 
character, shall be directed to the cause of plague in the several scenes 
of its appearance in India, the means and manner of its transmission, 
the curative operation of the antitoxic serum, and the value of 
preventive inoculation. On the arrival from England of the several 
members, the commission will meet at Bombay and probably also at 
the other places where plague has appeared. The proceedings will be 
regulated by the president in concert with the members. It is hoped 
that the commission will receive the fullest support of the officials. 

Madagascar. — The infected straw huts and others in their vicinity 
have been burned. Rats and mice will be as nearly as possible exter- 
minated. Infected or suspicious dwellings shall be disinfected, also sus- 
ceptible articles, such as clothing. Tamatave is quarantined against 
throughout the island. All persons coming from suspect places are 
detained in observation camps and their effects disinfected. 

SMALLPOX. 

Danish Antilles. — According to official advices of December 12, 
quarantine against arrivals from Puerto Cabello, Valencia, La Guayra, 
and Caracas is suspended and replaced by a visit of observation. 

AFRICA. 

Health of the regency of Tunis. 

Tunis, December 17, 1898. 

Sir : In conformity with the contents of the Department's circular 
of October 31 last, I beg to transmit you to-day a report of the general 
state of health in the principal towns of the regency of Tunis up to 
date : Tunis, Susa, Monestir, Kerouan, Mahdia, Sfax, El Kaf, Gabes, 
Djerba (Houmt-Souk), Biserta, Calla, Souk el Arba, Cabaria, and Baja. 

I am happy to report no epidemic nor even any serious illness is 
existing in any of these places, and that the general health is very good 
everywhere. Of course there are light cases of sporadic fevers here 



January 13, 1899 7 6 

and there, as it is always the custom with the Arabs, who are very 
regardless about their health, but there are no signs anywhere of any 
alarming illness in the regency. 

I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 

Alfred Chapelie, 
United States Vice- Consul at Tunis. 
Hon. Second Assistant Secretary of State. 

brazil. 
Sanitary reports from Bio de Janeiro and from, the state of Sao Paulo. 

Rio de Janeiro, December 7, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you the official report for the 
week ended November 25. There were 261 deaths from all causes, the 
same as compared with the foregoing week ; 8 deaths from accesso per- 
nicioso, the same as before ; also 2 deaths from yellow fever, the same 
as before ; 3 deaths from smallpox, a decrease of 5 ; 1 death from 
typhoid fever, a decrease of one ; 2 deaths from measles, the same as 
before ; no death from whooping cough, a decrease of 1 ; 1 death from 
beriberi, an increase of 1, and 48 deaths from tuberculosis, a decrease 
of 12. * * * 

Information. — Yellow fever appears to be stationary, but in small 
number, and smallpox declines slowly. 

Prom the state of Sao Paulo I can give you some official data con- 
cerning the sanitary conditions during the month of September. The 
total number of deaths were 3,751, a decrease of 1,851, as compared 
with the month of July. Prom tuberculosis there died 141 persons, a 
decrease of 4, and from malarial fever, 134 persons (46 at Sertao Zinho 
and 19 at Tbitinga), an increase of 52. 

From typhoid fever there died 41 persons, an increase of 15 ; from 
yellow fever there occurred 4 deaths, a decrease of 15. 

From smallpox there died 43 persons at the city of Sao Paulo, a 
decrease of 26. 

In regard to other infectious diseases, there were in the state of Sao 
Paulo 32 deaths from measles, 3 deaths from diphtheria, 43 deaths from 
whooping cough, 6 deaths from erysipelas, 10 deaths from dysentery, 
15 deaths from influenza, 10 deaths from leprosy, and 1 death from 
scurvy. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health of this office : December 1, bark Pedro, Italian, 
for Pensacola ; bark Mirzapore, Norwegian, for Savannah, Ga. Decem- 
ber 3, steamship Galileo, Belgian, for New York. December 7, steam- 
ship Taurus, Norwegian, for Philadelphia ; bark Quiteria, Portuguese, 
for Philadelphia. 

Respectfully, yours, W. Havelburg, M. D. 

Sanitary Inspector, V. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Rio de Janeiro, December H, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you the official report for the 

week ended December 2. There were 258 deaths from all causes, a 

decrease of 3 ; 12 deaths from accesso pernicioso, an increase of 4 ; 2 

deaths from yellow fever, the same as before ; 6 deaths from smallpox, 



